June 9, 1999 Refer to: HMHS-
CC50A

Mr. Dean C. Alberson, P. E.
Safety Quest, Inc.

1805 B Briar Oaks Drive
Bryan, TX 77802

Dear Mr. Alberson:

Inyour June 1, 1999 etter to Mr. Richard Powers of my staff, you requested the Federd
Highway Administration’s (FHWA) acceptance of a modified version of the Wide-REACT crash
cushion without additional testing. Y ou noted that the modified design is intended to shield
objects as wide as 3048 mm whereas my letter to Dr. John F. Carney at Worchester Polytechnic
Institute on June 16, 1998 accepted a design for a 2743 mm wide unit. The only change to the
original design was moving each of the two rows of 915-mm diameter polyethylene cylinders
outward 150 mm and lengthening the cross strut by approximately 300 mm. This also resulted in
aminor shortening of the total system length. The overal dimensions of both units are shown in
the enclosure. We agree that this minor change is not likely to have any significant effect on
impact performance.

We have noted also that this system was originally called the Wide REACT but you now wish to
re-designate it as the Medium REACT. Thus, the Medium REACT with 915-mm diameter
cylinders may be considered acceptable for use on the National Highway System in either of the
widths noted above when such use is requested by a transportation agency.

Sincerely yours,

(original signed by Dwight A. Horne)

Dwight A. Horne

Director, Office of Highway Safety
Infrastructure
Enclosure
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